Glendale Community College
Course Assessment Report

Semester/Year: Fall 2010
Department: Mathematics

Course Title:  M246/Elementary Algebra II
Participants: all sections

Course-Level SLOs assessed this semester:

#5 Students will factor polynomials.
Method of Assessment:

All sections of M246 were assessed with a common question on each module exam.
Analysis of Assessment:  
SLO5:  Factoring polynomials was tested in several problems throughout the semester: problem #1 on the module exam covering ch. 1-7 and problem #1 on the module exam covering ch. 1-9.  The pattern seemed to be little more challenging to analyze here.  On the first module exam, the question was to factor using grouping and the average score was 2 out of 3.  On the second module exam, the question was to factor a binomial with degree four and the average score was 1.3 out of 3.  The reason for the decrease is probably due to the fact that students might be forgetting how to do the basic factoring on a 33 question final exam.  We are hoping this is an anomaly since the problem on Module exam #4 is more basic than the one on Module exam #3.   
Plan:  

The Math Division will look at this trend for another semester and see if there are any changes.  If not, a required homework assignment may be instituted before the final exam is taken to ensure students recall the fundamentals of basic factoring.  

We will continue assessing M246 during the fall and spring semesters. 
