Glendale Community College

Course Assessment Report

Semester/Year: Fall 2010
Department: Mathematics

Course Title:  M110/Precalculus
Participants: one section, Narineh Frankian

Course-Level SLOs assessed this semester:

 1.  Student will demonstrate the knowledge of complex numbers and polar coordinates

Method of Assessment:

A cumulative final exam was given and one of the questions was chosen to test the SLO.  This time it was a question requiring students to graph a polar equation.  The grading was done right/wrong and then adjusted by the instructor.

Analysis of Assessment:  

Question 1:  Graph r = 2cos( + 1

The results were 12 totally correct, 17 with one or more errors.  There are many similar types of polar graphs and several of the students made small errors in the exact shape, which is relatively complex.  
Plan:  

The division will continue to assess similar questions for M110 as this topic is one of the key concepts for the course.  We would like to extend it to multiple sections to verify mastery across the course.  An emphasis will be placed on memorizing the different polar shapes, which is crucial for success on this type of problem.  There is no good way to sketch the shape from scratch.  

We may also compare results for the same question in M102 and M110.

