About The Program in Bali:
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o Program Basics
GCC first offered our Study Abroad program to Bali in 2000 and has developed a strong bond
with the local Balinese community since that time. Our program offers two transferable
courses which relate directly to the island’s culture, religion and physical setting. For our
summer 2013 program we are offering Anthropology 104, Magic, Witchcraft & Religion, and
Music 127. World Music (please note the program course was changed from the Oceanography
to World Music due to unforeseen circumstances). Students are required to enroll and actively
participate in the on-campus and abroad portions of both classes for the duration of the
program. For this reason the program is only suited for those wishing to experience Bali’s
unique religion and coral reef environments while also completing the requirements of two
college courses within a five-week summer session (three of these weeks in Bali).

o Who Can Participate?
GCC enrollment is open to GCC students, non-GCC college students, qualified high school
students, and the community at large. While most of our program participants typically range
in age from 18 to 30, prior participants have ranged from high-school students to retirees. All
are welcome.

o How to Apply
To apply for the program please visit our program website (www.glendale.edu/studyabroad)
and locate the application. Print it out, fill it out as completely as possible, and mail it to our
program office at:
Study Abroad Office
Glendale Community College
1500 N. Verdugo Rd.
Glendale, CA 91208

You can also reach us at 818-240-1000 ext. 5718 with questions, or feel free to send an email to
studyabroad@glendale.edu.

Getting Ready to Go to Bali:
o The Flights
For our summer 2013 program to Bali group airfare has been reserved using EVA Airways
(recently rated #11 in the world). These tickets are quite restrictive, requiring that passengers
fly on the exact itinerary, and allow for no changes in the return date. The flight departs LAX at
1:15am on June 29 (you must check in late on the 28th) and after a brief layover in Taipei,
arrives in Denpasar, Bali at 3:30pm on the 30th. The return flight departs Bali at 4:20pm on July
20th, arriving in Los Angeles at 9:20pm the same day. The cost of this airfare is included in the
$3,495 program price as are most airline taxes/fees (we won’t know the exact tax/fuel
surcharge until the tickets are issued, but the price shouldn’t change by more than $20 if at all).

o The Land Program in Bali
The exact dates for arrival into Bali will not change, but once in Bali the program itinerary may
change based on such things as weather or opportunities to see unexpected events. However,
the final itinerary will include all elements shown on the itinerary below:
6/12-26
6/28
6/29
6/30
7/1-7/4
7/5
7/6-7/9
7/10
7/11-14

7/15
7/16-19

7/20

Classes on campus at GCC
Check in at LAX
Board early morning flight to Bali, cross International Dateline and Equator
Arrive in Bali in afternoon, drive to Ubud. Orientation and welcome dinner.
Explore Ubud in between lectures (visits to the Monkey Forest, Gunung Kawi, Elephant Cave,
Downhill Bike Ride or Cooking Class, Rice Field Trek, Kecak Dance, Gamelan Performance)
Drive to Bedugul for a zip-line adventure or explore the botanical gardens, then on to view Munduk’s
waterfall. Continue along the north coast to the resort area of Pemuteran.
Explore the reefs and mangroves of Bali’s north shore. Snorkel the reefs at Menjangan Island and the
turtle hatchery just minutes from your hotel.
A long drive takes us to east Bali by way of Tirtaganga water palace. We end the day in Candidasa,
our new home for the next 5 nights.
Exploring Bali’s east coast between classes, including Tenganan village, musical instrument makers
and the offshore reefs. We’ll visit local Balinese villages and schools, and we’ll interview a traditional
Balinese healer.
We’ll depart for Ubud stopping along the way to visit the Bat Cave, salt makers and crafts villages.
Our last days in Ubud will be spent finishing up course materials, exploring the local culture and
possibly attending a cremation ceremony. We’ll have many opportunities to buy goods from local
artisans and visit the nearby village schools. After exams are finished we’ll have a huge farewell
dinner on the 19th.
Drive to the airport after breakfast. Fly to LAX, arriving the same evening.

o The Climate in Bali
Bali has a tropical climate which is warm all year round. The average temperature is about 88 °F
during the day with humidity levels making it feel warmer than it is. There are generally 2
seasons in Bali: the dry season from April to October and the wet season from November to
March although rain can be expected at any time of the year. The best months to visit are June
to September, when the humidity is lower and there are more sunny days. The temperatures
tend to be cooler in Ubud and other places with higher elevation so we do recommend bringing
at least 1 long-sleeve shirt or light sweater and a pair of light pants.

o Availability of goods in Bali
Almost anything you need while traveling will be available in the tourist centers of Bali. A few
things we do recommend that you bring are sunscreen (since the prices will be higher in Bali),
prescription medications, any hair-care or makeup products that you have a special preference
for (the villa and hotels will supply shampoo, soap and shower gel/body wash), feminine
napkins are easily available but most tampons for sale are non-applicator types and are
generally difficult to find. It isn’t necessary to bring insect repellent since it is widely available
and very inexpensive. You will need repellant mostly in Ubud town and at the coast.

o

Culture and what to wear

When entering temples in Bali Women and Men are required to wear a sarong and either long
pants or a sash (we can provide one) to cover the lower extremities, which are considered the
unholy parts of the body. No fuss is made about this requirement when it comes to children
since they are believed to have come directly from the Gods-especially younger children.
Crossing legs and pointing toes toward people are also considered rude. The upper body and
head are the most holy body parts and so we should avoid touching a person (especially with
the left hand) on the head.
The Balinese are still relatively conservative in dress and the women generally cover their
shoulders and their legs above the knee. In the tourist areas the people have grown
accustomed to tourists in shorts and tank-tops or swimsuits but, at the villa and in villages the
local people will be more at ease if you only wear these next to the pool.
Putting the shoe on the other foot-when the Balinese bathe they consider themselves invisible
(men and women have separate bathing places) and so if you see someone in a river or
irrigation drainage don’t be surprised by their partial or full nudity.

Another Packing consideration is the fact that most international flights allow 2-50lb checked
bags. Since we will be moving around it is best to have only one bag and your carry-on to travel
with and to have one bag that you can fill with your purchases (don’t laugh-There are many
inexpensive and beautiful carvings, textiles, jewelry, artwork etc.) This same bag could be used
to transport donations to Bali since this is a developing country with many in poverty (especially
in the north and west). Gently used shoes and clothing are so appreciated by the people.

o Visa for Indonesia
On arrival at Ngurah Rai Airport in Denpasar (Bali), US Pasport holders can purchase a Visa on
Arrival (VOA) for $25. The Visa-On-Arrival is valid for a stay of up to 30 days and requires that
your passport is valid for 6 months or longer from the date of entry into Indonesia. Stays of
longer than 30 days require an extension to the 30-day VOA, or obtaining a 60 day visa prior to
leaving home or your VOA can be extended, at an additional cost of $25USD per person.
Non-US passport holders must check with the Indonesian Consulate as to the visa requirements
for entry into Indonesia.
There is an International Airport Departure Tax of Rp.150.000 upon leaving Indonesia ($16 +/-).

o Accommodations planned for the program (based on double & triple occ.)
Ubud: Villa Tatiapi, Villa ByDorry or equivalent
Pemuteran: Adi Assri Resort
Lovina: Aditya Beach Resort
Candidasa: Puri Bagus Candidasa

o Bali Time Difference
When we are in Bali we will be 15 hours ahead of Los Angeles time.

o Internet
There are many internet cafes in the tourist areas. Most hotels have free internet connection.

