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Administration of Justice 116
Criminal Investigation 

I.	Catalog Statement 

Administration of Justice 116 will focus on the principles of fundamentals of investigation; crime scene search and recording; collection and preservation of physical evidence; scientific aids; modus operandi; sources of information; interviews and interrogation; follow-up and case preparation; mechanical truth devices; truth serums; crime laboratory.

	Total Lecture Units: 3.0
	Total Course Units: 3.0

	Total Lecture Hours: 48.0
	Total Faculty Contact Hours: 48.0

	Prerequisite: Administration of Justice 101 or equivalent.

II.  	Course Entry Expectations

	Skill level ranges:  Reading 5; Writing 5; Listening/Speaking 5; Math 1.

III. 	Course Exit Standards

	Upon successful completion of required coursework, the student will be able to:
1. assess and analyze human behavior and actions in investigation situations;
2. understand concepts used in the criminal investigation function;
3. identify the logical structure of brief and extended communications through case studies;
4. analyze and evaluate investigation results.

IV.  	Course Content						Total Faculty Contact Hours = 48

Requisites of detectives as compared to other police officers  				3 hours

Fundamentals of investigation                 							4 hours 
Definitions and trial processing
Objectives
Ethics of investigation
Qualifications of an investigator

Orientation of scientific aids                							3 hours
Aids available
Use of crime laboratory
Use of investigator's kit

Elements of investigation and documentation                     				7 hours
Evaluation of records and crime reports
Elements provided
Contact with principals for additional crime report information
Victims
Witnesses
Suspects
Interviewing 
State reports (criminal investigation index)          	
Follow-up investigations
Crime scene problems
First persons arriving
How to protect
What to look for
Other aspects
Preservation of evidence
Transfer of property for court use
Treating of victims, suspects at emergency hospitals
Continuity of evidence
Types of evidence 
Utility of evidence
Finger printing
Blood types

Communication in regard to records          						7 hours
Sources available
Use of teletypes
Personal communication with other agencies
Use of local and state police records
N.C.I.C. (Computers)

Public and press relations                    							3 hours
Working with press reporters

Special techniques                           							8 hours
Surveillance and stakeouts
Raids
Carrying equipment
Homicide investigation
Preserving scene
Coroner's function
Related information and evidence
Drownings
Suicides
Burglary
Receiving stolen property
Narcotics investigation
Photographing of evidence
Injury and death cases
Assault and sex crimes
Dying declarations
Robbery
Fraudulent checks
Arson investigation
Report writing

Interrogation and polygraph procedures        						6 hours
Civilian vs. police investigation
Mechanical truth devices
Legal standards

New trends in criminal investigation          	 					5 hours
Review of basic criminalistics
Clairvoyance in criminal investigations

V.	Methods of Instruction

The following instructional methodologies may be used in the course:
1. lecture/online;
2. co-operative learning through group problem solving;
3. audio-visual presentations.

VI.	Out of Class Assignments

The following out of class assignments may be used in the course:
1. field studies and a written investigation report requiring a critical analysis of an investigation;
2. write an essay that compares and contrasts the legalities and strategies of interviews and interrogations.

VII.	Methods of Evaluation

The following methods of evaluation may be used in the course:
1. quizzes;
2. midterm;
3. 2 ½ hour written final examination. 

VIII.	Textbook

  	Current handouts from area law enforcement agencies.




[bookmark: _GoBack]
IX.	Student Learning Outcomes

1. Student will be able to assess and analyze human behavior and actions in investigation situations.
2. Student will be able to understand concepts used in the criminal investigation function.
3. Student will be able to identify the logical structure of brief and extended communications.
4. Student will be able analyze and evaluate investigation results.
