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COURSE OUTLINE
Alcohol/Drug Studies 118
Chemical Dependency and Domestic Violence
I.

Catalog Statement
Alcohol/Drug Studies 118 provides the student with an overview of domestic violence and its
association with chemical dependency. The course illustrates historical, legal, and psychological
perspectives of domestic violence in families. The cultural and social aspects of domestic violence,
including the relationship of violence and chemical dependency are studied comprehensively.
Approaches to breaking the cycle of violence, specific assessment and intervention techniques, and
community resources are also addressed.
Units – 3.0.
Lecture Hours – 3.0.
Prerequisite: Alcohol/Drug Studies 101 and 103.
Recommended Preparation: Psychology 113.

II. Course Entry Expectations
Skills Level Ranges: Reading 5; Writing 5; Listening/Speaking 5; Math 1.
Prior to enrolling in the course, the student should be able to:
1. compare and contrast various psychological, sociological, learning, and behavioral theories on
the development of alcohol dependency;
2. identify the effects of alcohol dependence on various aspects of society and the family system;
3. discuss the effects of alcohol use, abuse, and dependency on adolescents, the elderly, women,
and various ethnic and racial groups;
4. diagram and explain the bio-psycho-social perspective of the progression of alcohol and other
drug dependencies;
5. explain the intervention process and various techniques used to move the chemically dependent
person into treatment and through recovery;
6. discuss rudimentary skills in crisis intervention techniques, interpersonal communications, and
problem solving with specific application to the alcoholic/addict and the chemically dependent
family.

III. Course Exit Standards
Upon successful completion of the required coursework, the student will be able to:
1. define various forms of family abuse across the lifespan;
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2. discuss the dichotomy between the rights of parents to discipline children and the responsibility
of society to protect them;
3. explain the relationship of psychological maltreatment and neglect across the lifespan;
4. discuss individual, professional, and societal denial of sexual abuse;
5. explain mandatory reporting, court action, and interventions taken within the judicial system;
6. describe categories of domestic violence offenders, their psychiatric diagnoses, and the
relationship within the addiction model;
7. analyze research outcomes related to the likelihood of success in breaking the cycle of violence.

IV. Course Content
A. Survey of Family Abuse
B. Relationship of Substance Abuse to Family Violence
1. Prevalence of correlation
2. Comparison of family dynamics
C. Physical, Psychological, Sexual Abuse and Neglect
D. Child and Elder Maltreatment
1. Investigation
2. Courts
3. Intervention
D. Domestic Violence
1. Incidence and prevalence
2. Cycle of violence
3. Rationale and risk factor
E. Sexual Offenders
1. Categories and profiles
2. Four factor offender model
3. Federal, state, local regulations
E. Interventions and Treatment Programs
1. Community resources
2. Family reunification
V.

Methods of Presentation
The following instructional methodologies may be used in the course:
1. lecture;
2. guest speakers;
3. audiovisuals;
4. small group work.

VI. Assignments and Methods of Evaluation
1. Class participation
2. Research paper

12 hours
6 hours

3 hours
6 hours

12 hours

6 hours

3 hours
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3. Quizzes, midterm(s), final examination.
VII. Textbook
Kemp, A. Abuse in the Family. Current Edition.
Pacific Grove, CA: Brooks/Cole Publishing Company, 1998.
13th Grade Textbook Reading Level. ISBN: 0-534-34198-5.
Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration. Substance Abuse Treatment and
Domestic Violence. Current Edition.
Washington, D.C: U.S. Department of Health and Human Service Addiction Counseling Treatment
Improvement Protocol (TIP) Series 25, 2003. Publication No. (SMS) 02-3750
VIII. Student Learning Outcomes
1. Students will be able to define and explain various forms of family abuse across lifespan and
chemical dependency.
2. Students will be able to identify and examine rights of parents to discipline children and society
to protect.
3. Students will be able to assess and explain psychological maltreatment and neglect across a
families lifespan.
4. Students will be able to discuss and summarize domestic violence within chemical dependency.
Reporting, court action, interventions, and the judicial system.
5. Students will be able to recognize and show the domestic violence cycle and identify where
chemical dependency co-occurs in the cycle.

