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I. Catalog Statement
Art 130 – Design I – 3 units
Prerequisites: None
Art 130 is an introduction to the structure of two-dimensional art. This course
provides fundamental understanding and control of the elements of design and the
principles by which they can be related to solving design problems. The course is
basic for art students and will be helpful to students in related fields.
Lecture 2 hours, Studio 2 hours
Note: This course may be taken 2 times; a maximum of 6 units may be earned.
II. Course Objectives
The students will be able to:
1. Synthesize the primary concepts of design by completing a series of
projects in various two-dimensional art media such as paper, paint, pencil,
and ink
2. Develop solutions to assignments incorporating the critical elements of
design such as line, shape, space, texture, value, and color
3. Develop an understanding of basic color concepts preliminary to future
study of formal color theory
4. Evaluate the aesthetic merits of their works through class discussion, and
to critique finished projects and works in progress
5. Establish an awareness of the relationship between principles of design
(such as unity, variety, balance, emphasis, rhythm, proportion, and scale)
and the elements of design
6. Understand and evaluate the various methods of presentation of artwork
including matting and portfolio
III. Text
Bevlin, M. Design Through Discovery: The Elements and Principles. Second
Edition. Wadsworth Publications, 1993. ISBN: 015500963X (paperback).

Reading and research from several sources. Pertinent books and periodicals in the.
college library are drawn on for reference.
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IV.

Course Outline
A. Two-dimensional space division
Elements of design
1. Line
2. Shape
3. Space
4. Texture
5. Value
6. Color
C. A problem in overall pattern design
D. Problems involving space manipulation

V.

4 hours
7 hours
7 hours
7 hours
7 hours
7 hours
18 hours
3 hours
4 hours

Examination/Evaluation Procedures
Grades will be determined by completion of a portfolio, major projects, a final
project, and participation in class critiques.

VI.

Special Features
Films, slide lectures, points of interest, and field trips will complement the
classroom projects.

