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Twentieth Century Poetry II
I.

Catalog Statement
English 108 consists of a historical orientation to twentieth century poetry from about
mid-century to the present. The course examines the influences of modernist poets on
contemporary English and American poetry, including the innovations of Russian,
European, and Latin-American poets. An in-depth study of the major poets of this period
emphasizes the development of new trends in response to aesthetic and cultural changes
in society.
Total Lecture Units: 3.0
Total Course Units: 3.0
Total Lecture Hours: 48.0
Total Faculty Contact Hours: 48
Prerequisite: None.

II.

Course Entry Expectations
Skill level ranges: reading 5+; writing 5+; listening 5+; speaking 5+; math 1.
Prior to enrolling in this course, the student should be able to:
1. organize and write well developed paragraphs with topic sentences
2. critically analyze selected prose works dealing with important contemporary issues
3. summarize and analyze information, express and apply standards for judgment and
evaluate evidence in order to form and state reasoned opinions
4. gather and organize information through library research, demonstrate a command of
grammar, diction and mechanics sufficient for college level work.

III.

Course Exit Standards
Upon successful completion of the required coursework, the student will be able to:
1. recognize the elements that make a poem, such as form, rhetorical devices, imagery,
and so on,
2. analyze and synthesize the underlying philosophical ideas expressed in a poem,
3. compare and contrast the central ideas of major poets,
4. recognize literary and cultural influences which have contributed to a poem,
5. arrive, through critical thinking, at an aesthetic judgment of poem’s literary merit,
6. write thesis-based analytical essays reflecting the application of critical thinking.

English 108
Page 2
IV.

Course Content

Total Faculty Contact Hours = 48 hours

A. Background and thematic influences of
Frost, Pound, Eliot, Stevens, Auden
B. Major changes in poetic thought and form
Lowell, Berryman, Ginsberg, Ferlinghetti, Bly
C. International themes and new methods of translation
Brodsky, Octavio Paz, Bella Akhmadulina, Angel
Gonzales, Pier Paolo Pasolini, Irina Ratushinskaya
D. The contemporary era
John Ashbery, W. S. Merwin, Ted Hughes, Sylvia Plath,
Diane Wakoski, Seamus Heaney, Nikki Giovanni, Mark
Strand, Alice Walker, Anne Sexton, Adrienne Rich,
Philip Larkin, Christopher Gilbert, Philip Schultz,
Cornelius Eady
V.

8 hours
14 hours
8 hours

18 hours

Methods of Instruction
The following instructional methodologies may be used in the course:
1. Lecture/textbook evaluations of poets;
2. Discussion groups;
3. Student presentations on individual poets;
4. Audio recording of selected poets;
5. Video selections of key poets.

VI.

Out of Class Assignments
The following out of class assignments may be used in the course:
1. One literary research paper;
2. Required attendance of poetry reading;
3. Written critique of chosen poet’s performance.

VII. Methods of Evaluation
The following methods of evaluation may be used in the course:
1. Three essay exams;
2. One literary research paper;
3. One final examination;
4. One poetry reading review/critique;
5. One oral presentations of a contemporary poet’s work.
VIII. Textbooks
Gwynn, Lindner, Contemporary American Poetry. New York: Longman, 2005.
14th Grade Textbook Reading Level. ISBN: # 9780321182821
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IX.

Student Learning Outcomes
Upon successful completion, the student will be able to:
1. read critically to recognize elements that make up a poem;
2. interpret literary and cultural influences that contribute to a poem allowing, for
example, student to make aesthetic judgments of a poem’s literary merits, analyze and
synthesize the underlying philosophical and historical ideas, and compare and
contrast central ideas of poems;
3. write critical, analytical thesis centered essays.

