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I.

Catalog Statement
English as a Second Language 151 is designed for non-native students who are proficient in
English and are able to compete with native students in most college courses. The course gives
students extensive practice in rhetorical modes of exposition and argument. It emphasizes
analytical and expository writing at the essay level, as well as critical reading, and gives students
practice in writing essay examinations. The course stresses both organization and in-depth essay
development. Students work to eliminate weaknesses in syntax, idiomatic usage, and grammar.
Library research techniques are introduced and a short research paper is completed.
Total Lecture Hours: 4.0
Total Course Units: 4.0
Total Lecture Hours: 64.0
Total Faculty Contact Hours:

64.0

Prerequisites: Placement is based on a composite of test scores and academic background or
satisfactory completion of ESL 141.
Recommended: Concurrent enrollment in an appropriate ESL listening and speaking course.
Note: Transfer credit: CSU, UC, USC
II.

Course Entry Expectations
Skills Level Ranges: Listening/Speaking 5; Reading 4; Writing 5; Spelling 2; Math 1
1.
2.
3.

Read critically, asking questions, discerning fact from opinion, and evaluating the validity
of an author’s thesis, premise(s) and conclusion(s);
Utilize various organizational methods such as clustering and outlining as a step in
process writing;
Compose a 400-to 450-word essay which:
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
g.

includes a clear thesis statement;
uses evidence to support the thesis;
shows clear organization into an introduction, body and conclusion;
analyzes and evaluates from various points of view;
uses appropriate rhetorical modes such as description, narration, definition,
classification, evaluation and analysis in order to support a thesis;
meets division criteria for fluency, clarity and accuracy;
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4.
5.

III.

Evaluate and revise essays;
Proofread and edit essays.

Course Exit Standards
Upon successful completion of the required coursework, the student will be able to:
1.
read and critically analyze various essays;
2.
write summaries and essay examinations from their reading;
3.
organize and fully develop essays in both expository and argumentative modes;
4.
revise writing to eliminate errors in syntax, idiomatic expressions, and grammatical
constructions;
5.
employ basic library research techniques;
6.
complete a short research paper (4-5 pages) with citations;
7.
write an essay which meets departmental criteria for fluency and accuracy.

IV.

Course Content
A.

Reading and Discussion of Essays
24 hours
Emphasize Development of Students’ Abilities to Analyze, Criticize, and Propose Ideas,
Including the Following:
1.
2.
3.
4.

B.

Understanding the relationships of reading selections to rhetorical modes listed in
B.1. below
Analyzing themes, meanings, and ideas (including exercises)
Examining language (colloquialisms, slang, and idioms)
Acquiring vocabulary

Composition Emphasizing Development of Reasoning
30 hours
Ability Which Enables Students to Originate Logical Expository Essays That Reach
Conclusions Based on Inferences Drawn From Reading, Discussion, and Lecture, and
That Demonstrate Knowledge of Rhetoric and Diction as Follows:
1.

Rhetoric
a.
Thesis statement
b.
Development
c.
Unity
d.
Coherence
e.
Conclusion
f.
Point of view
g.
Style/tone
h.
Logic
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2.

C.

V.

i.

Types of essay development
1)
Classification
2)
Example
3)
Description
4)
Cause/ effect
5)
Comparison/ contrast
6)
Argument
7)
Essay based on research with outline and citations

j.
k.

Essay examination
Research techniques

Diction
a.
Denotation
b.
Connotation
c.
Idiomatic usage
d.
Syntax

Instruction in Grammar and Mechanics
As needed (evidenced by deficiencies shown in composition):

10 hours

1.

Grammar; e.g.
a.
Sentence structure (eliminating fragments, comma splices, and run-on
sentences)
b.
Agreement (subject-verb, pronoun-antecedent)
c.
Prepositions and articles
d.
Adjectives and adverbs
e.
Quoted & Reported Speech

2.

Mechanics; e.g.
a.
Punctuation
b.
Capitalization
c.
Paragraphing
d.
Italics and underlining

Methods of Presentation
The following instructional methodologies may be used in the course:
1.
Classroom writing workshops emphasize objective, critical writing based on topics
extracted from the reading assignments.
2.
Students move from writing the subjective, first-person narratives, which are stressed in
many less advanced ESL courses, to expository, academic writing.
3.
The library research assignment culminates in a short essay in which the students support
a thesis based on what they have learned from their research.
4.
The term paper is a 4-5 page essay prepared with both citations and an outline. Students
are introduced to correct procedures for citing references.
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VI.

Assignments and Methods of Evaluation
1.

2.

VII.

The major part of the evaluation is based on student essays. Students write or rewrite
papers of 500 + words. At least 60% of the graded essays and the final examination are
written in the classroom. Assignments are of sufficient length and complexity to require
students to independently select and order their ideas as well as to express them clearly.
Classroom writing workshops emphasize objective, critical writing based on topics
extracted from the reading assignments and topics of current interest. Students are
discouraged from writing the subjective, first-person narratives which are stressed in
many less advanced ESL courses. The library research assignment culminates in a short
essay in which the students support a thesis based on what they have learned from their
research. The term paper is a 4-5 page essay prepared with both citations and an outline.
Students are introduced to correct procedures for citing references.

Textbooks

(Required: One text from Group I and one text from Group II)

GROUP I
Rosa & Escholz, Models for Writers, 11th Ed., 2013, St. Martin’s, ISBN 0312552017
Anker, Real Essays with Readings, 2012, Bedford, ISBN 0-312-39915-4
GROUP II
Smalley & Ruetten, Refining Composition Skills, 6th Ed., 2012, Heinle & Heinle, ISBN 978-1-11122119-5
Spack, Guidelines, 3rd Ed., 2006, Cambridge, ISBN 0-521-613-019, Instructor’s Manual ISBN 0-52165798-9
Lane, Writing Clearly, 3rd Ed.,2012, Heinle & Heinle, ISBN 9781111351977
Oshima & Hogue, Writing Academic English, 4th Ed., 2006, ISBN 0-131-52359-7
RECOMMENDED FOR TEACHER REFERENCE OR AS A STUDENT SUPPLEMENT:
** Dornan & Dawe, The Brief English Handbook, 7th Ed., 2004, Addison, Wesley, Longman/Pearson
Education, ISBN 0-321-08002-5

** Byrd & Benson, Problem Solution, 1994, Heinle & Heinle, ISBN 0-8384-4125-4
** Trimmer, A Guide to MLA Documentation, 9th Ed., 2013, Houghton Mifflin, ISBN 978-1111837075
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**

Hacker, Writer’s Reference, 11th edition 2011 , Bedford/St. Martin’s, ISBN 0-312-60143-3

** This text may be ordered as a third required text.

VIII.

Student Learning Outcomes

Students should be able to write a multi-paragraph argumentative essay in limited time in response to a
reading they have not seen before. This essay should clearly address the topic, show some evidence of
critical thinking, demonstrate knowledge of essay organization, show coherence and unity, have a
counter-argument refutation paragraph, and avoid patterns of error.
Students should be able to write a 4-5 page double-spaced, typed research paper that includes a thesis
which argues for a particular point of view and introductory, body, and concluding paragraphs. The
research paper should demonstrate clear and logical paragraph development, coherence and unity, and
avoid patterns of error. The paper should also demonstrate a student’s ability to use sources and citations
appropriately according to MLA or APA style.

