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I.

Catalog Description
Child Development 150 presents an overview of knowledge and skills related to
providing appropriate curriculum and environments for young children from birth though
age 8. With a focus on intentional teaching, this course examines the teacher’s role in
promoting practices that support learning and development in young children with an
emphasis on the essential role of play. Students will study the overview of content areas
including but not limited to: Language and literacy, social and emotional learning,
sensory learning, art and creativity, math and science, and the essential integration of all
areas.
Units - 3.0
Lecture Hours - 2.0
Total Laboratory Hours - 3.0
(Faculty Laboratory Hours 3.0 + Student Laboratory Hours 0.0 = 3.0 Total Lab Hours)
Prerequisite: Child Development 140.

II.

Course Entry Expectations
Skills Level Ranges: Reading 6 Writing 6 Listening/Speaking 6; Math 1.
Prior to enrolling in the course, the student should be able to:
1.
interpret best and promising teaching and care practices as defined within the field
of early care and education’s history, range of delivery systems, program types and
philosophies and ethical standards;
2.
identify the underlying theoretical perspective in forming a professional
philosophy.;
3.
assess early childhood settings, curriculum, and teaching strategies utilizing
indicators of quality early childhood practice that support all children including
those with diverse characteristics and their families;
4.
examine the value of play as a vehicle for developing skills, knowledge,
dispositions, and strengthening relationships among young children;
5.
examine a variety of guidance and interaction strategies to increase children’s social
competence and promote a caring classroom community;
6.
analyze the relationship between observation, planning, implementation and
assessment in developing effective teaching strategies and positive learning and
development.
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III.

Course Exit Standards
Upon successful completion of the required coursework, the student will be able to:
1.
investigate and apply developmentally appropriate principles and teaching strategies to
positively influence young children’s development and learning;
2.
design and implement curriculum based on observation and assessment of young children
to support play and learning using developmental, inclusive, and anti-bias principles in
collaboration with families to support all children;
3.
demonstrate knowledge of the teacher’s role in evaluating best and promising practices
with consideration for the various impacts on children’s learning and development;
4.
apply understanding of children’s learning and development and knowledge of key
content areas and academic subject matter to design and evaluate;

IV.

foundational curriculum; in areas such as creativity, physical development,
literacy, mathematics, science, language development and social emotional
development.
Course Content
A.
B.
C.
D.
E.
hours
F.
G.
H.

V.

Fostering Creativity and Aesthetics in Young Children
Planning and Implementing Creative Activities
Infusing a Multicultural Perspective in All Curricular Areas
Play, Development, and Creativity
Early Childhood Art & Music
Creative Activities in other Curricular Areas
Creative Activities Involving Holidays and Seasons
Laboratory Experience

Methods of Presentation
The following instructional methodologies may be used in the course:
1.
lecture/discussion;
2.
demonstration;
3.
laboratory experience;
4.
modeling appropriate strategies & techniques;
5.
media/oral presentation;
6.
Web-enhanced, hybrid, or online.

VI.

Assignments and Methods of Evaluation
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Examinations.
Written assignments (including curriculum plans and evaluations).
Presentations / Projects (i.e. Curriculum Notebook)
Laboratory Participation
Written Observation of Curriculum Areas

4 hours
8 hours
4 hours
4 hours
4
6 hours
2 hours
48 hours
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VII.

Textbooks

Gestwicki, C. Developmentally Appropriate Practice: Curriculum and Development in
Early Education. 3rd ed.
New York: Thomson Delmar Learning, 2006.
ISBN-10:1401898165.
10th Grade Textbook Reading Level

