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November, 2008

COURSE OUTLINE
Child Development 156
Teaching in a Diverse Society

I.

Catalog Description
Child Development 156 is a course that examines the major social, economic, and
psychological processes involved in interactions and relationships as related to differences
in person and group characteristics focused on how these processes impact work with
young children and their families in early childhood programs. Various approaches will be
explored, with an emphasis on an anti-bias approach. Self-examination, reflection and
integration of practices to promote equity and deepening understanding of how to best
support children as they gain a sense of identify and become respectful and confident
members of our complex society.
Units - 3.0
Lecture Hours - 3.0
Prerequisite: None

II.

Course Entry Expectations
Skills Level Ranges: Reading 6 Writing 6 Listening/Speaking 6; Math 1.

III.

Course Exit Standards
Upon successful completion of the required coursework, the student will be able to:
1.

2.
3.

4.
5.

Critically examine societal and personal attitudes, beliefs, values, assumptions and
biases about culture, language, identity, family structures, ability, socio-economic
status, and other issues influenced by systemic oppression;
apply theories on how children learn prejudice and stereotypes to planning
curriculum and supports that promote respectful interpersonal relationships;
critically assess the components of culturally relevant and responsive physical and
social environments to create respectful, reciprocal relationships that support and
empower families, children and teachers;
demonstrate strategies for helping children negotiate and resolve conflicts with a
focus on using an anti-bias approaches in the classroom;
identify, evaluate and apply appropriate ethical and inclusive practices in early
care and education.
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IV.

Course Outline
A.

B.

C.

D.

E.

F.

G.

Rationale for Multicultural Education
6 hours
1.
Current community demographics
2.
Cultural diversity in the classroom
3.
Identity development in children
4.
Racism and the need for curriculum reform
Concepts in Multicultural Education
6 hours
1.
Defining the macroculture (Approaches to Diversity Education)
2.
Aspects of ethnicity (Theories of Pluralism)
Planning Diverse Curriculum
6 hours
1.
Do's and taboos of implementing diversity curriculum
2.
Setting up a diverse environment
3.
Models for multicultural education
4.
Examination of selected curriculum materials
5.
Gender play
Racial Issues in Education
6 hours
1.
Racial awareness for teachers
2.
A child's perspective of race
3.
Talking to children about differences
Stereotypes and Expectations
6 hours
1.
Ethnic discrimination in children's books
2.
Ethnic discrimination in children's toys
3.
Gender discrimination in children's books
4.
Gender discrimination in children's toys
5.
Discrimination in movies and videos
Integrating Multicultural/Diversity Education into the
12 hours
Curriculum
1.
Literature based language arts instruction
2.
Customs and mores
3.
Materials re disabilities
4.
Exploring diversity - focuses within adult students' own
background and culture
5.
Avoiding "Tourist Curriculum"
6.
Exploring diversity - research topics dealing with adult
students' needs to explore different cultures
Multicultural Teaching Around the Year
3 hours
1.
Monthly calendar
2.
Holiday celebration (ex: "If It's November It Must Be Indians")
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H.

V.

Culturally Responsive Child Care
3 hours
1.
Defining the School's/Program's responsibility regarding cultural sensitivity
2.
Breaking down communication barriers
3.
Suggestions for learning about people and cultures
4.
Celebrating every family

Methods of Presentation
The following instructional methodologies may be used in the course:
1. lecture/discussion;
2. demonstration;
3. modeling appropriate strategies & techniques;
4. media/oral presentation;
5. Web-enhanced, hybrid, or online.

VI.

Assignments and Methods of Evaluation
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

VII.

Examinations.
Written assignments.
Assessments (including DRDP-Rs and ECERS).
Reading and reflection assignments.
Presentations / Projects (Midterm Debate on a Diversity Issue).

Textbooks
York, S. Roots & Wings: Affirming Culture in Early Childhood Programs
St. Paul, MN: Redleaf Press, 2003
10th Grade Textbook Reading Level ISBN: 19229610327.

