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GLENDALE COMMUNITY COLLEGE

ENVIRONMENTAL AFFAIRS COMMITTEE
MINUTES

DECEMBER 1, 2010
12:20 P.M. – 1:30 P.M.
SR 134
The Environmental Affairs Committee meeting was called to order at 12:25 p.m. by the Chair, Mike Reed.    
Present:
Merrilee Ahaus – Mgt/Confidential; Mike Allen – Guild; Aram Gambourian – ASGCC 
Senator of Finance, Paul Mayer – Senate; Ron Nakasone – Administration; Hayarpi 
Nersisyan – ASGCC Senator of 
Campus Activities; Mike Reed – Chair/Joint Faculty; Bill 
Shamhart – Joint Faculty; Erik 
Sinanyan – Resource (ASGCC Environmental Club), 
Yvette Ybarra - Resource
Quorum (5): 
8 voting members of 9 present
Absent:  
Allyn Glanzer – Resource; Maria Shufeldt – CSEA; Jean Lecuyer –Resource; Dan Padilla - Resource
Guests:
None
APPROVAL OF MINUTES  -  (00:01:00)
It was MSC (Mayer/Dulay) to approve the minutes of November 3, 2010.  Motion passed without changes or opposition.   

OLD BUSINESS 

1. BOARD POLICIES ON SUSTAINABILITY / PURCHASING POLICY (00:01:05)
	Discussion on revised Proposed Board Policy on Sustainability.  

· It is important that the college commit to a policy on sustainability.  It is assumed that the commitment is economically reasonable.  

· The intent of the policy is for the college to be working towards environmental sustainability and should not be misconstrued as a requirement.  (00:06:36)
· The Administrative Regulation will address more specific measures on implementing Sustainability. 
· Merrilee will check other colleges’ for Admin. Regs. on Sustainability.
Friendly amendments: 
1.  First paragraph:  Strike “actions” and replace with “goals”. (00:08:01)
2.  Add after 3rd bullet:  “Improving energy efficiency”.  (00:10:40)
MSC (Allen/Mayer) to approve the Board Policy on Environmental Sustainability. (00:20:32)

	Outcome

MSC to approve new Board Policy on Sustainability.  
Motion passed without opposition.
Action Item:  Merrilee will check with other colleges’ on Administrative Regulations on Sustainability. 



2.  Energy Efficiency Audit (00:21:04)  
	Ron will check on Energy Efficiency Audit.  The auditor was checking on the savings from an upgrade on the chiller.  The college would like to apply for a rebate but needs savings information. 
Ron will provide an update on monthly energy usage.  (00:22:34) 

Photovoltaic’s on parking structure (00:23:58):  GCC pays for energy from the solar panels from Glendale Water and Power, but this energy does not affect our peak energy use. 
Another company has contacted GCC to put up solar panels on our property at their cost and we lease the panels from them (power purchase agreement).   Two possible areas:  hillside and Verdugo Gym. (00:25:30)
Ron has asked for a sample contract from this company to evaluate the savings possible. 

	Outcome
Action Item:  Ron will check on Energy Efficiency Audit.
Action Item:  Ron will provide update on monthly energy usage for the next meeting. 




3.   Speaker/Film Series – Larry Eisenberg, March 16, 2011  (00:26:28)
	Larry Eisenberg is the head of Facilities Planning for the LA Community College District and is considered by some as an international leader in alternative energy for college campuses.  
50 of the buildings they (LACCD) are going to have zero draw from the grid by using photovoltaics, double pane windows and passive solar construction. A lot of the buildings will have LEED gold (certifications).  All alternative energy (projects) are done through power purchase agreements. 
MSC (Mayer/Ibarra - 00:33:15) to recommend that GCC evaluate the feasibility of installing more photovoltaic paneling at GCC.

	Outcome

MSC to recommend that GCC evaluate the feasibility of installing more photovoltaic paneling at GCC.  
Motion passed with one abstention.



NEW BUSINESS

1.  Volunteers to Assist with Proposals (00:34:52) 
	Volunteers are needed to guide projects to completion. 
· Grant Proposal (00:35:30):  EPA Environmental Education Grant.  Mike Reed will check with Ed Karpp on utilizing current grant writers.  Mike Allen offered to help with facilities grant writing for photovoltaic panels, etc.  
· Environment in the Curriculum:  Earth Day (00:39:30) – ASGCC will help in organizing Earth Day (April 22).  It was suggested to have it on a different day so that speakers can be found.  It was also suggested to hold “Earth Week”.  A Recycling Day could be developed like the one sponsored by Valley College.  Funding could be provided by ASGCC.  Signs could be put up to remind people to save energy and also faculty and students do projects together.  ASGCC clubs can obtain up to $250 for supplies $250 and $250 for each event (max. of two events).  Members should work together to organize “Earth Week”.  
· For Spring, clubs can apply to ASGCC for up to $2500 for a project.  Environmental projects had been proposed in the past, but were rejected.  
· (00:44:55)  The La Crescenta Sierra Club contacted the Environmental Club and wants to work with GCC to promote environmental issues.  Erik will explore further. They have offered to sponsor projects. 
· Students are charged $5 for the Campus Beautification Project.  The annual revenue is $100,000.  These funds were intended for graffiti removal and just started this year.  Half of $5 goes to Bookstore and half for the project.   It was suggested to request a percentage of the funds to help fund Environmental Affairs projects.  Ron will investigate. 

· ASGCC wants to put separate bins on campus for recycling.  Currently the college contracts with a company that recycles our trash.  Separating the trash and giving it to the company is allowed, but is a breach of contract if trash is separated for clubs to profit from. 
· Education focus should be Reduce, Re-use and Recycle.
Move to adjourn (Mayer/Reed)


	Outcome
Action Item:  Mike Reed to contact Ed Karpp on utilizing contract grant writers. 
Action Item:  ASGCC and Committee members to work on “Earth Week”.
Action Item:  Erik Sinanyan to respond to La Crescenta Sierra Club’s offer to help promote environmental issues at GCC.
Action Item:   Ron to check on Campus Beautification Project funds. 



ADJOURNMENT:  The meeting adjourned at 1:13 p.m.   
NEXT MEETING:      January 6, 2011
Respectfully submitted by

Merrilee Ahaus, Administrative Assistant, Administrative Services
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