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I.

Catalog Statement
Mass Communications/Journalism 103 is a course in writing news, feature, and
editorial copy, copy reading and editing, headline writing, newspaper layout and
make-up, and the mechanics of newspaper production. Study of law and ethics of
the press and overall emphasis on the function and responsibility of the
newspaper. Second semester stress in on interpretative reporting. Class produces
the campus newspaper, El Vaquero.
Units – 3.0
Lecture Hours – 2.0
Total Laboratory Hours – 4.0
(Faculty Laboratory Hours 0.0 + Student Laboratory Hours 4.0 = 4.0 Total
Laboratory Hours )
Prerequisite: Mass Communications102 or Journalism 102, or equivalent.

II.

Course Entry Expectations
Skills Level Ranges: Reading: 5; Writing: 6; Speaking/Listening: 6; Math: 1
Prior to enrolling in this course, the student should be able to:
1.
develop the critical faculties necessary to distinguish fact from opinion in
order to write objective and balanced analysis;
2.
write articles in journalistic style, a format that places a premium on
clarity and economy of language;
3.
gather diverse, often conflicting and complex information, for synthesis
into news articles;
4.
write journalistic opinion articles, a format in which the author critiques a
specific genre of work;
5.
learn strategies for non-sexist and non-racist writing.

III.

Course Exit Standards
Upon successful completion of this course, the student will:
1.
synthesize information from interviews, observation, documents, and other
sources into news, feature, opinion, entertainment, and sports articles for
the weekly campus newspaper;
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2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

IV.

demonstrate the critical faculties necessary to determine the difference
between fact and opinion in newsgathering and writing;
write analyses of issues facing students and the rest of the campus
community;
demonstrate the interpersonal skills essential in gathering the news;
demonstrate working knowledge of Associated Press style rules;
demonstrate the ability to write journalistic stories free of sexist, ageist or
racist references.

Course Content
A.

B.
C.

D.
E.
F.

G.

H.
I.
J.
K.
L.

M.

Overall continuing emphasis is on the function and
responsibility of the college newspaper
1.
To the college community
2.
To the school district
3.
To the general public
4.
By extension, heavy emphasis is also placed on the
responsibility of the press to society
Continuing stress is also placed on accurate and concise
written expression in journalistic form
Laboratory and publication practice is given in improving
the speed and polish with which news stories, editorials,
features, and specialized stories such as sports, entertainment
items, and column are written
Theory and practice of critical reviewing for the press
Elements of photojournalism
Newspaper style and format
1.
Students asked to study and know thoroughly the
El Vaquero style book (based on AP style book)
2.
Adaptation of El Vaquero style to professional
publications
Professional terminology and jargon
1.
Study is made of professional terms directly related
to publication of El Vaquero
2.
Additional terms used in professional media
Functions and responsibilities of the copy reader
Theory and practice in constructing the adequate headline
Functions and responsibilities of the city desk and the news
desk
Mechanics of copy reading and editing and proof reading
The functions of make-up
1.
To invite reading
2.
To grade the news
Elements and practices of page one tabloid make-up
1.
Vertical type masses
2.
Horizontal type masses

2 hours

4 hours
5 hours

4 hours
3 hours
4 hours

2 hours

3 hours
4 hours
3 hours
3 hours
2 hours

2 hours
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N.
O.

P.

Q.

V.

3.
Balanced make-up
4.
Off-balance make-up
Types of inside make-up and placement of advertising
Mechanics of newspaper production – with economics
studied also
1.
The linotypist
2.
Composing room
3.
Printing
a.
Letterpress
b.
Offset
Law of the press – trough knowledge of legal freedoms
and limitations of the reporter and the newspaper and
other media
Ethics of communication – understanding of the commonly
accepted principles of ethical journalism

2 hours
1 hours

2 hours

2hours

Methods of Presentation
The following instructional methodologies may be used in the course:
1.
class lecture and discussion;
2.
group learning.

VI.

Assignments and Methods of Evaluation
1.
2.

VII.

VIII.

The student newspaper is critiqued shortly after every issue is published.
Each newspaper is measured against professions newspaper standards.
Articles are checked for grammar, spelling, appropriateness, objectivity,
the skill with which the reporter synthesizes information, and his or her
critical judgment.

Textbook
Goldstein, Associated Press Stylebook
New York:Perseus Books Goldstein, 2007
12th Grade Textbook Reading Level

ISBN: 0-4650-0489-X

Clark, America’s Best Newspaper Writing
Boston:Bedford St.Martin’s, 2006

ISBN: 0-312-443677-6

Student Learning Outcomes
Upon successful completion of this course, the student will:
1.
synthesize information from interviews, observation, documents, and other
sources into news, feature, opinion, entertainment, and sports articles for
the weekly campus newspaper;
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2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

demonstrate the critical faculties necessary to determine the difference
between fact and opinion in newsgathering and writing;
write analyses of issues facing students and the rest of the campus
community;
demonstrate the interpersonal skills essential in gathering the news;
demonstrate working knowledge of Associated Press style rules;
demonstrate the ability to write journalistic stories free of sexist, ageist or
racist references.

